
NY State Landscape Regions

Name:_____________________________________________________________________________________________                                Period: ______

Name and describe the three types of landscapes shown by the diagrams below.

Landscape Name: Landscape Name: Landscape Name:

Landscape Description: Landscape Description: Landscape Description:

Describe the climate in which each of the landscapes below was formed.  Describe the features of each landscape.

Landscape Climate: Landscape Climate:

Landscape Description: Landscape Description:

P.S./E. Sci.–June ’08 [9] [OVER]

27 The block diagrams below show two landscape regions labeled A and B.

What is the most probable cause of the difference in surface features between A and B?
(1) A is the result of a humid climate, while B is the result of a dry climate.
(2) A is at a high elevation, while B is located at sea level.
(3) A is a plateau region, while B is a mountainous region.
(4) A is composed of igneous bedrock, while B is composed of sedimentary bedrock.

28 The block diagram below shows a region that has undergone faulting.

Which map shows the stream drainage pattern that would most likely develop on the
surface of this region?

( 3 )( 2 ) ( 4 )( 1 )

A B

P.S. E./Sci.–June ’02 [6]

26 The diagram below shows granite bedrock with
cracks. Water has seeped into the cracks and
frozen. The arrows represent the directions in
which the cracks have widened due to weathering.

Which statement best describes the physical
weathering shown by the diagram?
(1) Enlargement of the cracks occurs because

water expands when it freezes.
(2) This type of weathering occurs only in

bedrock composed of granite.
(3) The cracks become wider because of chemi-

cal reactions between water and the rock.
(4) This type of weathering is common in

regions of primarily warm and humid cli-
mates.

27 The table below shows the density of four min-
eral samples.

Mineral Density
(g/cm3)

Cinnabar 8.2

Magnetite 5.2

Quartz 2.7

Siderite 3.9

If the shape and size of the four mineral samples
are the same, which mineral will settle most
slowly in water?
(1) cinnabar (3) quartz
(2) magnetite (4) siderite

28 Which stream-drainage pattern most likely
developed on the surface of a newly formed vol-
canic mountain?

29 The cross section below shows sedimentary
rocks being eroded by water at a waterfall.

The sedimentary rock layers are being weath-
ered and eroded at different rates primarily
because the rock layers 
(1) formed during different time periods
(2) contain different fossils
(3) have different compositions
(4) are horizontal

( 1 ) ( 3 )

( 2 ) ( 4 )

Ice

P.S./E. Sci.–Jan ’07 [10]

35 The map below shows a stream drainage pattern. Arrows show the direction of stream flow.

On which landscape region did this drainage pattern most likely develop?

( 2 )

( 3 )

( 4 )

( 1 )

P.S. E./Sci.–June ’02 [6]

26 The diagram below shows granite bedrock with
cracks. Water has seeped into the cracks and
frozen. The arrows represent the directions in
which the cracks have widened due to weathering.

Which statement best describes the physical
weathering shown by the diagram?
(1) Enlargement of the cracks occurs because

water expands when it freezes.
(2) This type of weathering occurs only in

bedrock composed of granite.
(3) The cracks become wider because of chemi-

cal reactions between water and the rock.
(4) This type of weathering is common in

regions of primarily warm and humid cli-
mates.

27 The table below shows the density of four min-
eral samples.

Mineral Density
(g/cm3)

Cinnabar 8.2

Magnetite 5.2

Quartz 2.7

Siderite 3.9

If the shape and size of the four mineral samples
are the same, which mineral will settle most
slowly in water?
(1) cinnabar (3) quartz
(2) magnetite (4) siderite

28 Which stream-drainage pattern most likely
developed on the surface of a newly formed vol-
canic mountain?

29 The cross section below shows sedimentary
rocks being eroded by water at a waterfall.

The sedimentary rock layers are being weath-
ered and eroded at different rates primarily
because the rock layers 
(1) formed during different time periods
(2) contain different fossils
(3) have different compositions
(4) are horizontal

( 1 ) ( 3 )

( 2 ) ( 4 )

Ice

34 The diagram below represents a map view of a
stream drainage pattern.

Which underlying bedrock structure most likely
produced this stream drainage pattern?

35 Compared to a maritime tropical air mass, a
maritime polar air mass has a
(1) higher temperature and more water vapor
(2) higher temperature and less water vapor
(3) lower temperature and more water vapor
(4) lower temperature and less water vapor

( 4 )( 2 )

( 3 )( 1 )

P.S./E. Sci.–June ’05 [7] [OVER]

34 The diagram below represents a map view of a
stream drainage pattern.

Which underlying bedrock structure most likely
produced this stream drainage pattern?

35 Compared to a maritime tropical air mass, a
maritime polar air mass has a
(1) higher temperature and more water vapor
(2) higher temperature and less water vapor
(3) lower temperature and more water vapor
(4) lower temperature and less water vapor

( 4 )( 2 )

( 3 )( 1 )

P.S./E. Sci.–June ’05 [7] [OVER]

35 The block diagram below represents a deeply eroded dome.

Which map shows the stream drainage pattern that would most likely develop on this
deeply eroded dome?

( 1 )

( 2 )

( 3 )

( 4 )

P.S./E. Sci.–Aug. ’04 [9] [OVER]

35 The block diagram below represents a deeply eroded dome.

Which map shows the stream drainage pattern that would most likely develop on this
deeply eroded dome?

( 1 )

( 2 )

( 3 )

( 4 )

P.S./E. Sci.–Aug. ’04 [9] [OVER]

Draw a line from the landscape to the associated drainage pattern that goes with it.

1 2 3 4

DCBA



NAME OF NY 
STATE CITY

LATITUDE 
(deg, min)

LONGITUDE
(deg, min)

NAME OF LANDSCAPE
(circle one)

TYPE OF LANDSCAPE
(circle one)

AGE OF ROCK
(period)

TYPE OF ROCK 
(Circle one)

Elmira

PLAIN

PLATEAU

MOUNTAIN

IGNEOUS

SEDIMENTARY

METAMORPHIC

Old Forge

PLAIN

PLATEAU

MOUNTAIN

IGNEOUS

SEDIMENTARY

METAMORPHIC

Massena

PLAIN

PLATEAU

MOUNTAIN

IGNEOUS

SEDIMENTARY

METAMORPHIC

Rochester

PLAIN

PLATEAU

MOUNTAIN

IGNEOUS

SEDIMENTARY

METAMORPHIC

Riverhead

PLAIN

PLATEAU

MOUNTAIN

IGNEOUS

SEDIMENTARY

METAMORPHIC

Plattsburgh

PLAIN

PLATEAU

MOUNTAIN

IGNEOUS

SEDIMENTARY

METAMORPHIC

New York City

PLAIN

PLATEAU

MOUNTAIN

IGNEOUS

SEDIMENTARY

METAMORPHIC

Utica

PLAIN

PLATEAU

MOUNTAIN

IGNEOUS

SEDIMENTARY

METAMORPHIC

1. Name one tributary of the Hudson River. ________________________________________________________________________________________

2. Explain how the Atlantic Coastal Plain formed. __________________________________________________________________________________

3. In which landscape region does the Hudson River begin. _________________________________________________________________________

4. What direction does the Genesee River flow? How do you know? _________________________________________________________________

5. What happens to the altitude of Polaris as you travel from Binghamton to Massena? _______________________________________________

6. Name one landscape region that contains primarily sedimentary rocks. ___________________________________________________________

7. What type of landscape is the region on northern shores of Lake Ontario? _________________________________________________________

8. What type of landscape do we live in? ___________________________________________________________________________________________


